
 

 

Anatomical Pathology Residency Program 

MILESTONES IN FORENSIC 

PATHOLOGY 

PGY-2 AND PGY-4 
 

Resident 

Evaluation by 

Faculty: 

 

Overall 

Performance 

compared to 

others at same 

PGY level linked to 

ITER ratings 

Overall 

Performance 

Failed to meet expectation: 

‐ Consistently absent for work 

‐ Consistently negative attitude 

‐  Failure  to  respond   to feedback 

‐ Baseline knowledge and/or 

diagnostic ability significantly 

below expected for level of 

training 

Inconsistently meets expectation: 

- Several unexcused absences during 
rotation 
‐ Clear lack of interest in subject 
matter 
 

‐ Inability to improve despite 
mid‐rotation feedback 
 

‐ Severe deficits in baseline knowledge 

and diagnostic ability 

Consistently meets expectation: 
-Is punctual for work and arrives 
prepared 
‐ Is receptive to feedback and 
consistently pleasant to all 
colleagues 
‐ Shows active desired to improve 
 

‐ At the expected level for baseline 

medical knowledge and diagnostic 

ability 

Sometimes exceeds expectation: 
Substantially contributes to efficient 
team functioning 
 

‐Capable of timely generation of 
complete surgical pathology reports 
 

‐Baseline medical knowledge and 

diagnostic ability greater than 

expected for level of training 

Exceeds expectation: Successfully 

integrates clinicopathologic 
information to generate complete 

and accurate surgical pathology 

reports 

 

Communicates well with both 
pathology and clinical colleagues 
 

Ready to practice surgical pathology 

independently 

 

Primary 

Competency (AP 

Milestone 

Identifier) & Title 

  
PGY-2 

 
PGY-4 

Professional   Understand the structure of the death investigation system in Ontario and the 
role of the Forensic Pathologist within it.  
Understand what types of death are to be reported to the Coroner in Ontario 
(Section 10 of the Coroners Act of Ontario) 
Understand the indications for a medicolegal autopsy. 
Understand the differences between autopsies performed under next-of-kin 
consent and those performed under Coroner’s warrant. 
Understand the difference between cause, mechanism and manner of death. 
Understand the five steps of the medicolegal autopsy. 
Understand the circumstances in which an “external examination only” 
autopsy will be performed. 
Demonstrate familiarity with the Coroner’s Act of Ontario and the Ontario 
Forensic Pathology Service’s (OFPS) Practice Manual for Pathologists. 

 

Identify those cases where radiologic imaging of the body is required 
prior to the start of the autopsy. 
 
Demonstrate awareness of the need to consider and review the 
findings from the scene of death/discovery of a body. 
 



Communicator  Complete an adult postmortem examination report, following OFPS 
guidelines, on the above cases with appropriate full description at the 
gross and microscopic levels, and interpret the findings in the context 
of the clinical history 
 
Formulate a cogent cause of death statement according to the World 
Health Organization (WHO) death certificate format for these cases. 
 

Complete requisition forms for all relevant ancillary tests, as required 
(e.g. toxicology, vitreous fluid biochemistry, microbiology). 
 
Complete an external examination postmortem examination report 
for a death from hanging case with appropriate full description of the 
evidence of injury and the summary of findings. 
 
Complete an adult postmortem examination report on cases of sudden 
natural deaths and routine deaths due to trauma with appropriate full 
description at the gross and microscopic levels, as well as the evidence 
of injury when applicable, and interpret the findings in the context of 
the clinical history.  
 

Collaborator  In the death investigation system in Ontario, understand the role 
and responsibilities of:  
 
The Police  
The Coroner 
The Anatomical Pathologist 
The Forensic Pathologist 

Appreciate the need to consider and procure the various relevant 
trace evidence samples from the body in criminally suspicious deaths 
at the very start of the autopsy. 
 
Ensure that satisfactory photographs of relevant external and internal 
findings (including injuries) are taken by either the resident, police or 
technical staff.  
 

Leader  Understand the structure of the Ontario Forensic Pathology Service 
(OFPS) and of the Office of the Chief Coroner of Ontario (OCCO) 

Understand the role of an expert witness in the delivery of forensic 
pathology evidence in court. 
 

Health 
Advocate 

 Understand how deaths investigated within the death 
investigation system of Ontario can be used to prevent the deaths 
of others. 

Identify those cases where retention of a whole organ(s) and 
subspecialty consultation (e.g neuropathology, cardiac pathology) is 
required, and have an understanding of the provincial guidelines and 
protocols regarding organ retention in autopsies performed under 
coroner's warrant.  
 
Know the indications for molecular testing in medicolegal autopsies, 
and understand the ethics of ordering genetic testing in such cases.  
 



Scholar  Maintain and enhance professional activities through ongoing 
learning 

Maintain and enhance professional activities through ongoing 
learning 

Medical Expert  Perform a complete and appropriate assessment of a case. 
 
Using the Warrant for Postmortem examination, police reports and 
relevant medical records, obtain a relevant clinical history. 
 
Identify any relevant issues to be addressed in the autopsy. 
 
Based on the clinical and scene information, formulate a differential 
diagnosis. 
 
Complete an adult postmortem examination (PM) report, following 
Ontario Forensic Pathology Services (OFPS) guidelines, on the above 
cases including:  
1.1.1   Relevant clinical summary 
1.1.2   Internal and External examination 
1.1.3   Microscopic description 
1.1.4   Case summary and opinion, with interpretation of the PM  
findings in the context of the clinical history and integration of 
information from ancillary studies 
1.1.5   Formulate a cogent cause of death statement according to the 
World Health Organization (WHO) death certificate format for these 
cases 
 
Interact effectively with the Coroner on at least one case to 
communicate the PM findings and the cause of death. 
Respect patient confidentiality and privacy. 
 
Establish positive professional relationships with all members of the 
autopsy room team 
 
Respect diversity and differences, including but not limited to the 
impact of religion and cultural beliefs on decision making   

Understand the various scientific and non-scientific methods of 
identifying bodies. 
 
Know the indications for special dissections in medicolegal autopsies 
(dry neck, musculocutaneous dissections of the torso and/or 
extremities, pelvic exenteration). 
 
Distinguish antemortem injuries from postmortem artifacts such as 
decomposition, insect activity and animal predation. 
 
Recognize and describe the various forms of blunt and sharp force 
injury. 
 
Recognize and describe the characteristic findings of gunshot wounds 
from handguns, high-velocity rifles and shotguns. 
 
Perform an external examination to an acceptable forensic standard. 
 
Perform a complete postmortem examination of : 

- A sudden natural death  
- A routine (i.e. non-criminally suspicious) traumatic death (e.g. 

motor vehicle collision, descent from height) to an acceptable 
forensic standard. 

 
 

 


