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ITER - PATH - Forensic Pathology PGY-4
At the completion of the one-month block in forensic pathology in PGY4, residents should be able to:

CanMEDS Roles (CBD)

A. MEDICAL EXPERT

1. Perform a complete and appropriate assessment of a routine (i.e. non-criminally suspicious) traumatic death, including

1 2 3 4 5

n/a Below
expectations

Partially
meets

expectations
Meets

expectations
Sometimes

exceeds
expectations

Always
exceeds

expectations
1.1. Using the Warrant for Postmortem examination, police reports and
relevant medical records, obtain a relevant clinical history
1.2. Demonstrate awareness of the need to consider and review the
findings from the scene of death/discovery of a body.
1.3. Identify any relevant issues to be addressed in the autopsy
1.4. Understand the circumstances in which an “external examination
only” and a “limited” autopsy will be performed.
1.5. Based on the clinical and scene information, formulate a differential
diagnosis.
1.6. Select appropriate ancillary testing in a resource-effective and
ethical manner, including:
1.6.1. toxicological testing
1.6.2. cardiac or neuropathology consultation
1.6.3. vitreous biochemistry

2. Demonstrate proficient diagnostic and procedural skills related to performing medico-legal postmortem examinations

1 2 3 4 5

n/a Below
expectations

Partially
meets

expectations
Meets

expectations
Sometimes

exceeds
expectations

Always
exceeds

expectations
2.1. Understand the various scientific and non-scientific methods of
identifying bodies.
2.2. Know the indications for special dissections in medicolegal autopsies
(dry neck, musculocutaneous dissections of the torso and/or extremities,
pelvic exenteration).
2.3. Identify those cases where radiologic imaging of the body is required
prior to the start of the autopsy.
2.4. Distinguish antemortem injuries from postmortem artifacts such as
decomposition, insect activity and animal predation.
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2.5. Recognize and describe the various forms of injury seen in road traffic
collision deaths
2.6. Recognize and describe the various forms of blunt force injury.
2.7. Recognize and describe the various forms of sharp force injury.
2.8. Recognize and describe the characteristic findings of gunshot wounds
from handguns, high-velocity rifles and shotguns.
2.9. Recognize and describe the characteristic findings of ‘asphyxial’ type
deaths
2.10. Recognize and describe the characteristic findings of electrocution
and environmental type deaths, including deaths from fire, drowning and
hypothermia
2.11. Complete postmortem examinations including dissection of brain,
heart, lungs, abdominal and pelvic organs, in the fresh (non-fixed) state,
including performing both the external and internal examinations to an
acceptable forensic standard on:
2.11.1. A sudden natural death being investigated under Coroner’s warrant
2.11.2. A routine (i.e. non-criminally suspicious) traumatic death.
2.12. (If available) complete a postmortem external examination for a death
from hanging case

1 2 3 4 5

n/a Below
expectations

Partially
meets

expectations
Meets

expectations
Sometimes

exceeds
expectations

Always
exceeds

expectations

B. COMMUNICATOR

1. Convey effective oral and written information regarding the postmortem findings.

1 2 3 4 5

n/a Below
expectations

Partially
meets

expectations
Meets

expectations
Sometimes

exceeds
expectations

Always
exceeds

expectations
1.1. Complete requisition forms for all relevant ancillary tests, as required
(e.g. toxicology, vitreous fluid biochemistry, microbiology).
1.2. Complete an adult postmortem examination (PM) report, following
Ontario Forensic Pathology Services (OFPS) guidelines, on the above cases
including:
1.2.1. Relevant clinical summary
1.2.2. Appropriate full description of the evidence of injury
1.2.3. Internal and External examination
1.2.4. Microscopic description
1.2.5. Case summary and opinion, with interpretation of the PM findings in
the context of the clinical history and integration of information from
ancillary studies
1.2.6. Formulate a cogent cause of death statement according to the World
Health Organization (WHO) death certificate format for these cases
1.3. (If available) Complete an adult postmortem external examination (PM)
report, following Ontario Forensic Pathology Services (OFPS) guidelines, on
a death from hanging case
2. Interact effectively with the Coroner on at least one case to communicate
the PM findings and the cause of death.
3. Respect patient confidentiality and privacy.
4. Establish positive professional relationships with all members of the
autopsy room team
5. Respect diversity and differences, including but not limited to the impact
of religion and cultural beliefs on decision making

C. COLLABORATOR

1 2 3 4 5

n/a Below
expectations

Partially
meets

expectations
Meets

expectations
Sometimes

exceeds
expectations

Always
exceeds

expectations
1. In the death investigation system in Ontario, understand the role and
responsibilities of:
1.1. The Forensic Identification Officer
1.2. The Forensic Scientist
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2. Appreciate the need to consider and procure the various relevant trace
evidence samples from the body in criminally suspicious deaths at the very
start of the autopsy.
3. Ensure that satisfactory photographs of relevant external and internal
findings (including injuries) are taken by either the resident, police or
technical staff

1 2 3 4 5

n/a Below
expectations

Partially
meets

expectations
Meets

expectations
Sometimes

exceeds
expectations

Always
exceeds

expectations

D. MANAGER/LEADER

1 2 3 4 5

n/a Below
expectations

Partially meets
expectations

Meets
expectations

Sometimes exceeds
expectations

Always exceeds
expectations

1. Manage time effectively to balance practice
requirements and clinical workload

E. HEALTH ADVOCATE

1 2 3 4 5

n/a Below
expectations

Partially
meets

expectations
Meets

expectations
Sometimes

exceeds
expectations

Always
exceeds

expectations
1. Have an understanding of the provincial guidelines and protocols
regarding organ retention in autopsies performed under coroner's warrant.
2. Know the indications for molecular testing in medicolegal autopsies, and
understand the ethics of ordering genetic testing in such cases.
3. Understand how deaths investigated within the death investigation
system of Ontario can be used to prevent the deaths of others.

F. SCHOLAR

1 2 3 4 5

n/a Below
expectations

Partially meets
expectations

Meets
expectations

Sometimes exceeds
expectations

Always exceeds
expectations

1. Maintain and enhance professional activities
through ongoing learning

G. PROFESSIONAL

1 2 3 4 5

n/a Below
expectations

Partially meets
expectations

Meets
expectations

Sometimes
exceeds

expectations

Always
exceeds

expectations
1. Demonstrate familiarity with the Ontario Forensic Pathology
Service’s (OFPS) Practice Manual for Pathologists.
2. Understand the role of an expert witness in the delivery of
forensic pathology evidence in court.

OVERALL COMPETENCE

1 2 3 4 5

n/a Below
expectations

Partially meets
expectations

Meets
expectations

Sometimes exceeds
expectations

Always exceeds
expectations

Overall competence

If you give a "2" or less rating, please comment in the box below.
Must provide explanation.
General Comments: Provide a general impression of the trainee's level of competency. Please emphasize strengths and areas that require
improvement.

*Did you have an opportunity to meet with this trainee to discuss their performance?
No
Yes
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Was a verbal feedback given at mid-rotation?
No
Yes

If no verbal feedback was given at mid-rotation, please explain the reason.

Was feedback given at the end of each sign-out and other clinical activities?
No
Yes

*Did you provide career counseling to the residents?
No
Yes

*Did the resident meet the objectives for this rotation?
No, due to other reasons (please explain)
No, due to absence (please explain)
No, due to unsatisfactory performance (please explain)
Yes, Partially (please explain)
Yes, Fully

Please explain

Note: All scores other than "Yes, Fully" will be identified as low performance score for the review of program director and RPC.

*The assessment of this trainee's performance on this rotation is based on (select all that apply)
Informal observation throughout rotation
Formal direct observation (eg. STACER, OSATS, mini-CEX, etc.)
Written exam
Oral exam
OSCE
Other

If selected "Other", please explain:

Summary of strengths:

Summary of areas needing improvement:

Recommendations for ongoing improvement:

The following will be displayed on forms where feedback is enabled... 
(for the evaluator to answer...)
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*Did you have an opportunity to meet with this trainee to discuss their performance?
 Yes
 No

(for the evaluee to answer...)

*Did you have an opportunity to discuss your performance with your preceptor/supervisor?
 Yes
 No

*I did not have a face to face exit interview but I had ample feedback during the rotation from my supervisor.
 Yes
 No

*Are you in agreement with this assessment?
 Yes
 No

Please enter any comments you have(if any) on this evaluation.
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